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part of the French Empire. Others were permitted to
set up under British tutelage but with a king of their
own blood, a complete bourgeois state, Iraq, with
government, police, oil concessions, and all the other
bourgeois paraphernalia.
Lawrence felt that he and the British Government
had betrayed some of the Arabs. But he never fully
realised how completely he had betrayed them all. He
had brought into Arabia the very evil he had fled. Soon
his desert Arabs would have money, businesses, invest-
ments, loud-speakers, and regular employment But
he could not realise this consciously, for he had never
been fully conscious that it was bourgeois social relations
he was fleeing, and he was not aware of the omnipotent
destructive power of the present over the past. He was
in fact like a man who, fleeing blindly from a deadly
disease to a healthy land, himself afflicts it with the
plague, Had he fully realised all this, he could also
have comforted himself with the reflection that it was
inevitable, that the past must bow to the present unless,
indeed, as in Russia, it can invoke a stronger ally, and
because the future is already ripe for delivery in the
womb of the present, bring the future into being. Such
work demands not only heroes, but that the future is
ready to appear, is already fully implicit. And it is not
so in the wilds of Arabia.
Thus Lawrence could not realise clearly what had
happened, but this he could realise, that Syria and Iraq
were no answer to the nostalgia of his life and no great
issue to his ruthless and extravagant expense of spirit.
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